Makerere University at the 2024 O.R. Tambo Africa Research Chairs
Annual Gathering in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso

fl OR. Tambo Africa Research Chairs Initiative
Bt 1 R |

el
4,

Uganda’s Chair elect, Associate Prof. David Meya of Makerere University’s
College of Health Sciences (extreme left) and other O.R. Tambo Africa
Research Chairs

The Research Chairs concept is similar to Centers of Excellence (for
instance in supporting world-class research in a priority area), but also has
many distinguishing features. Most notably, it recognizes individual
excellence, leadership and talent. The O.R. Tambo Africa Research Chairs
Initiative (ORTARCNI) builds on the work of Oliver Tambo, a prominent South
African and pan-Africanist with a science education background, who
believed in creating change through education and in cooperation and
solidarity among African nations. The Initiative focuses on celebrating his
legacy in building knowledge-based economies for the advancement of
Africa.

ORTARCHhHI builds on and leverages existing continental frameworks and
interventions geared towards institutional capacity strengthening;
recruitment and retention of excellent researchers; and incentives to support
research that contributes to socio-economic and transformative
development.

Ten (10) O.R. Tambo Africa Research Chairs across seven (7) countries in
Africa, namely; Botswana, Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mozambique, Tanzania,



Uganda and Zambia have been selected for funding through a rigorous and
competitive two-stage review process. These research chairs are focused
on research priorities identified by each host institution in conjunction with,
especially the Science Councils, and in alignment with AU Agenda 2063 and
STISA 2024.

Prof. Noble Banadda from the College of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences had been inaugurated as one of the first 10 (ten) Oliver Tambo
(ORTARCHhI) Chairs. Unfortunately, Prof. Banadda (R.l.P) passed away in
July 2021, which created a vacuum.

To ensure that Uganda and Makerere University continue to tap into the
ORTARCHhI, we are glad to announce the appointment of Associate
Professor David Meya from the College of Health Sciences at Makerere
University for the purpose.

The appointment will attract USD 170,000 annually for 5 years for graduate
research with a target of training 5-6 PhDs, 10-15 Post-doctoral fellows and
10-12 Masters of Medicine and Master of Science Students at Makerere
University and Mbarara University of Science and Technology.

Makerere University has had the pleasure of attending 2024 O.R. Tambo
Africa Research Chairs Annual Gathering in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

The annual gathering is co-hosted by the Joseph Ki-Zerbo University,
National Research and Innovation Fund for Development (FONRID) and the
National Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa.

The theme for this year’s gathering is: "African Sovereignty: A Catalyst for
Research Collaborations and Social Impact in the Continent”. At the
annual gathering, Uganda was represented by Associate Prof. David Meya
(Uganda Chair Elect, ORTARChI), Prof. Henry Alinaitwe (Deputy Vice
Chancellor Finance and Administration, Mak), Associate Prof. Robert
Wamala (Director, Research and Graduate Training) and Dr. Martin Ongol
(Ag. Executive Secretary, UNCST). Prof. David Meya — ORTARChHI Chair
Elect - is from Makerere University’s School of Medicine at the College of
Health Sciences.



Dr. Dorothy Ngila (Director, NRF), Ms. Natasha Allie (CEO Oliver and
Adelaide Tambo Foundation), Prof. David Meya (Uganda Chair Elect,
ORTARCNHhI), Prof. Henry Alinaitwe (DVC F&A, Mak), Assoc Prof. Robert
Wamala (Director, DRGT) and Dr. Martin Ongol (Ag. Executive Secretary,
UNCST)
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